Bacteria & Your Bio-Crete

Your Bio-Crete Wastewater Treatment Unit uses live natural micro-organisms to break down and treat your household wastewater. These bacteria are sensitive to chemicals passing through your household and overuse of these chemicals will damage or even kill the bacteria and inhibit their ability to effectively treat your wastewater. 

Treatment plants serving a few houses do not have the benefit of dilution that occurs at a large sewage works. A bottle of bleach tipped down the toilet in Dublin would be lost in the millions of gallons of sewage arriving at the city’s treatment works; the same bottle of bleach in a treatment plant serving a single house could be a lethal dose.

If the micro-organisms are damaged they can usually recover in time. But in the mean time obvious symptoms include an unpleasant smell, so it is in your interests to avoid this.

Remember, all your household wastewater is connected to your Bio-Crete unit; anything that goes down the sink, bath, etc. also ends up there. 

By following these simple guidelines you can help achieve the best quality water possible from your wastewater treatment system. 

Household Cleaning

Household cleaners are acceptable provided they are used as per the manufacturers instructions at the minimum necessary concentration. Generally you should only use the amount of cleaner you need to do the job at hand.
Use low or zero phosphate detergents for your washing machine and dishwasher. Soap substances (washing powders, liquids and tablets) can cause problems in your Bio-Crete wastewater treatment system if used in excess. For further information on this see our “Washing Detergents” leaflet. If you are washing unusual amounts of clothes it would be a good idea to spread it over a few days.
Floor cleaners, disinfectants and bleaches are safe to use in the minimum necessary concentration. Do not pour neat disinfectant or bleach down the sink or outside gullies.

Disinfectants, bleaches and bottle sterilizing fluids must be well diluted before disposing of them. The easiness way of doing this is to flush it away down the toilet. 

These Items Should NEVER Enter your Bio-Crete System!!

· Cooking oils, fats and greases. Fats, oils and greases will inhibit bacteria and can cause blocked pipes, smells and other problems. Kitchen grease traps are available and should be used if necessary.
· Motor oils and greases, anti-freeze & break fluid, as with cooking oils and greases, these will prevent bacteria from treating your wastewater effectively. These should be disposed of separately.
· Gardening chemicals, insecticides and pesticides should never enter the Bio-Crete unit. The nature and strength of these substances can greatly upset the natural bacteria in your Bio-Crete unit.
· Paints, white spirits, thinners, turpentine, cresote and other solvents should never enter the Bio-Crete unit. These can cause problems for the bacteria in the tank, reducing their ability to treat your wastewater.
· Face wipes & baby wipes, nappies, rags, sanitary towels and tampons should never be flushed into your Bio-Crete unit. These do not break down easily in your Bio-Crete unit and can cause serious problems, even clogging pumps. These should be disposed of separately. So called disposable items often do not degrade fully in the treatment plant and can lead to malfunction.
· Sink Waste Disposal Units. Sink waste disposal units which pass food waste to the Bio-Crete unit should NEVER be used. These place a huge pollution load into your Bio-Crete unit and there are many problems associated with this. These can include overworked bacteria, excessive sludge build up, associated fats and oils problems and more. 
Remember...

The household chemicals you use are manufactured to kill bacteria. Their killing power continues after they reach your Bio-Crete tank. Your Bio-Crete tank needs bacteria to treat your wastewater. Protecting your bacteria is essential to ensure your Bio-Crete works effectively.


If you see a red light on your Control Box phone Bio-Crete immediately. Desludge your Bio-Crete Unit regularly.
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Clonroche,

Co. Wexford.

T: 053-9244767

F: 053-9244764

info@biocrete.ie
Caring for your 
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